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Board members have been conducting meetings & decisions via email.  
PRESIDENT: Tony Novak, 708-447-8087 or tnovak2416@aol.com  
COMMUNICATIONS: Johnny Wilkins, 630-235-2162 or johnny@chicagofishingschool.com  
 

Virtual Meetings Continue   
Our fishing club board has come together to provide meetings online. 
Check your club emails for a link to the live meeting. You can even 
listen in with a cell phone if you don’t have a computer, or get your 
emails via phone! We miss you and wish you and your family well. 

2020 Fishing  
Well here we are, more than nine months since COVID-19 raised 
it’s ugly head. I am sure many of you, like me, thought the worst 
would be behind us by now, wrong!  This pandemic has disrupted 
our fishing like nothing else in my 68 years of fishing. As you know 
there have been no in person club meetings for months. The ZOOM 
meetings have been excellent but nothing is better than sharing our 
fishing experiences in person with fellow friends and anglers.
On a positive note, I am seeing and hearing from club members that 
are fishing on a regular basis. I am seeing some outstanding catches. 
The fish don’t care about COVID-19! 
September and October are two of the best months of the year for 
both numbers and size of fish. The daylight is shrinking, nights are 
cool and the fish are feeding!  Subtle presentations aren’t normally 
required this time of the year. Bigger baits worked quickly often 
result in jarring strikes from Bass, Walleye, Northern Pike, Musky, 
Trout or Salmon.  
All the cooling lakes are open into October as well as Heidicke. 

Take Kids                 Fishing!

2020  MEETING SCHEDULE

Jan 9 Feb 13 Mar 12 Apr 25

May 14 Jun 11 July 9* Aug 13*

Sep 10* Oct 8* Nov 12 Dec 10
*Check club emails for meeting updates

Due to delayed openings and lighter than 
normal fishing pressure I think some of 
the best fishing of the year will happen 
this fall. It seems like Braidwood has 
enjoyed a resurgence of Largemouth Bass 
fishing. These cooler days will allow 
Braidwood to cool off quickly once the air 
conditioners stop humming.  The same will 
apply to Hybrid Stripers, Blue Cats and 
Bass at LaSalle. Heidicke will continue to 
surprise many anglers with trophy Musky, 
Smallmouth Bass and Walleye. 
Lake Michigan, my favorite Great Lake, will 
have a variety of trophy fish available.  I am 
going to assume the Chicago lakefront will 
continue to be off limits or greatly restricted. 
That means a little travel is needed, not 
necessarily a bad thing. Just over the border, 
Kenosha and Racine harbors can offer 
some great fishing for returning salmon. 
This is usually an evening, nighttime or 
early morning opportunity. I would watch 
the wind direction. A westerly wind brings 
cooler water into the harbors which often 
puts these fish in a biting mood. Remember 
these salmon aren’t eating but looking for or 
defending spawning areas. Spawn, spoons 
and crank baits all catch fish.  Moving north 
to Greenbay and Door County the fishing 
turns to Smallmouth Bass, Walleye, Musky 
and Northern Pike.  The water temperature 
becomes ideal for all of them as the fall 
progresses. Cold fronts might shut them 
down for a day or two but they will be 
hungry a couple of days after the front 
passes. Going up the other side of the lake, 
the St. Joe River is only a two hour drive. 
This river supports a natural population of 
walleye and smallmouth bass but once the 

fall arrives you can add steelhead trout and 
king salmon to the mix. If using spawn 
sacks don’t be surprised if you hook some 
monster carp. They run up the river from 
Lake Michigan to feast on salmon and trout 
spawn. These carp often exceed twenty 
pounds and will wear you out with their 
bulldog attitude.
Speaking of rivers we have some great ones 
in Illinois. Let me start with the Mississippi 
River. Not as far as you think and a pleasant 
drive. The walleye really start stacking 
up below the dams and wing dams as fall 
progresses. All the classic presentations 
work, jig and minnow, trolling Rapalas 
or crank baits. I caught one of my biggest 
Northern Pike running a deep diving crank 
bait across the face of a wing dam a mile 
below the main dam. Large white and 
smallmouth bass also can provide some 
great action. Next for me would be the 
Illinois River. Sauger are the main target 
in the fall with white bass not far behind. 
My largest Flathead Catfish came while 
jigging for Sauger with fellow club member 
Dave Hulsman. You never know what 
you are going to catch on the Illinois.  For 
smallmouth bass the Fox and Kankakee 
River are the premier waters in our area.  
These are special waters with a lot of shore 
access. Top waters will catch smallmouth 
bass through out the fall. If they aren’t 
hitting the top waters try a Live Target 
crayfish crank bait. 
So, as you can see, despite the virus, the 
Riverside Fishing Club members have a lot 
of fishing to do this fall. Hope to see you on 
the water soon!
Dan Carney Lifetime Member

2020 Fishing Continued

Palos Hills Pond - 14 lb., 29”  11-year-old, 4 lb. leader!


