Buying Your First Boat
While opinions vary on the things to consider before buying your first boat, there are a few basic principles that may save you money and increase the chances that you will be happy with your purchase.  In February of 2005 I bought my first boat and learned a few things from the experience.  

Daydreaming about the perfect boat is one of the most fun parts of the boat purchase and certainly the least expensive.  Here are some things to consider.  When deciding on a motor I had to do some research.  Some will tell you to buy the biggest motor you can afford while others will tell you that your boat does not need to go 50 m.p.h. to catch bass.  I think the truth lies somewhere in the middle.  I wanted to use my boat for water sports and ended up with a 125 h.p. motor; it probably has 20% more power than I need for my purposes.  Having power to spare is a big plus, but nothing raises you purchase cost like increased horsepower.  Boat buyers must be mindful of this.  

I don’t intend to settle the 2-cycle vs. 4-cycle debate in this article.  Whichever you choose, you owe it to yourself to research the reliability of that particular engine.  Over the last 10 years or so there has been a great deal of competition among manufacturers to come up with the best new motor.  Some of those attempts have produced motors with questionable reputations for reliability.  If you see a boat advertised with a price that seems amazing low, make sure it’s not because it has a motor with a history of problems.   
 Buying new or used is more of a philosophical question.  I always buy used cars so it probably makes sense that I bought a used boat.  The debate is as old as time and simply a personal choice.  If you prefer to buy new I will not attempt to talk you out of it.  If you decide to look as used boat please don’t forget the internet.  Craigslist.org, ebay.com, usedboats.com, boats.com, traderonline.com, chicagolandfishing.com, and chitown-angler.com all usually contain listings from private parties selling boats.  I found my boat at boats.com.  

If you intend to trailer your boat you may have to decide between a bunk or roller style trailer.  You “may” have to decide because the boat you like may already come with a certain kind of trailer, and It probably is not cost effective to pay for another trailer.  My boat came with a roller trailer.  It has a lot of moving parts and can sometimes make it hard to get the boat back on the trailer.  This is because the boat tends to roll back once it is on the trailer, often before the winch line is attached.  I think a roller trailer is a fine choice for a large boat, but I think I would prefer a bunk style trailer for my 17’ aluminum boat.  
Here is list of other extras to consider when you buy a boat.  Remember, for every extra the boat comes with that is one less thing you will have to buy later.  Also, money spent on extras you don’t need or intend to replace is money wasted.    

Kicker motor, rod holders, sun top, travel cover, fish finder/GPS , trolling motor, life jackets, anchor, paddle, fire extinguisher, marine radio, fold away trailer tongue, downriggers, onboard battery charger, am/fm/cd radio, boarding ladder, ski tower,   
The best advice I can give is to rely on those with experience.  Several Riverside Fishing Club members helped me tremendously both before and after my purchase.  Without their help I know I would not be as satisfied as I am with my boat.  I am really happy to have my onboard charger and would have preferred a bigger trolling motor with a 24 volt system, but it’s hard to get it perfect on your first boat.  I hope that you get as close to perfect as possible when you buy your first boat. 
