What do you do now…

You’ve spent the summer chasing them. How many trips did you make? All the ones that you planned to? Or are you more of the close to home type, fishing local streams and rivers? Whatever kind of Small mouth fly fisherman you are-what do you do now? 

You could continue to fight the elements and get out, but why? Give the fish and yourself a break and start to prepare for next season. That’s what I do. But not too quickly. If you’re a list maker then make lists, 1), clean and inspect your rods. If you don’t clean your rods throughout the fishing season then now is the time. Inspect the tip areas because if you fish with weighted flies then they can hit the upper area of your rod and crack the graphite. 2) Inspect your reels and fly lines. Again this is the time to check for wear, cracks, and dirt on your fly lines and lubricate and clean your fly reels. It’s easy and well worth it. Inspect and retie your connection knots. Maybe add a little bit of glue to them for a touch of added security. 

Don’t spend too much time at home though. There are a lot of fishing shows coming to town in the next few months. With a little bit of travel you can have your fill of fly fishing shows and visit local shops that will be bringing in guest speakers and guest tyers. You can spend the day inspecting new equipment, researching new fishing destinations and talk fishing (swap lies) with guides and other fly fishermen. 

If you tie your own flies, you can look forward to this time with bright eyes. There are always new patterns being tied and new materials to with being promoted at the shows. And when you do get back home get your fly boxes and take out all of your flies. Re organize and inspect all of them for hook sharpness and any damages to materials that can make them unable to fish well. Maybe you can even downsize your collection and lose some of ties that you didn’t even fish with. 

There are a lot of clubs that you can join not that have members in the same situation as you. See a new speaker, tie a new fly, throw back a few beers and take a break from equipment checks. Don’t forget the magazines and websites that you need to check out. There’s plenty of information out there for the taking. Also, keep casting on water or in the front yard (my choice). If you’re good don’t lose your touch. If you need help, take a lesson. You can find plenty of resources from qualified casting instructors. 

All that should keep you busy until it’s time to get back in the water. Of course you can not do anything and just change your equipment and go and chase some other species like salmon, trout, pike, musky…
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